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Ranger Challenge 
Gears Up For 
October Competition

Ranger Challenge continues to push 
themselves to the limit physically, 
technically, and mentally 5 days a 
week in order to defend their title as 
the 2008 Ranger Challenge 
Champions. With the 7th Brigade 
Ranger Challenge Competition at Ft. 
Knox coming up, the team is picking 
up their efforts to set themselves up 
for success. Two teams from the 
Cardinal Battalion will be competing 
at the competition, including the 
first ever all female Ranger 
Challenge team. Ranger Challenge 
Captain Jordan Shontz will lead one 
team, consisting of cadets from each 
class, and MS IV Paige Young and 

MS III Nicole Thomas will lead the all 
female team (complete with a pink 
and black guidon). Ranger Challenge 
Cadets conduct physical training 3 
mornings from 0600-0730, and work 
on technical skills 3 mornings a 
week, such as one-rope bridge and 
weapons disassembly and 
reassembly. Although the skills are 
important, CDT Shontz emphasizes 
that the most crucial activity is team 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άōǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
ōǳǘǘŜǊΦέ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ 
team building has been one of the 
biggest obstacles Ranger Challenge 
teams usually face, but that this 
year, everyone has meshed very

well.  Referring to the four stages of 
team building (forming, storming, 
norming, and performing) CDT 
Shontz ǎŀȅǎΣ ά! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƎŜǘ 
ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊƳƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
had that problem: we are close to 
performing. By the competition, we 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎǊŜǎŎŜƴŘƻΦέ 

One of the biggest successes of the 
Ranger Challenge team this year has 
been the level of participation. Most 
years, about half of initial 
participants drop out, but this year, 
out of the 30 people that started, 28 
are still participating. Because of this 
level of interest and commitment 
(cont. on 3)

Senior Set to Complete 
Graduate Studies in Israel

and is studying Arabic and Hebrew in 
order to prepare for his impending move 
to Israel for a master degree. 

¦ǘƘŜΩǎǇƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ 
were sparked by a trip that Army ROTC 
sent him on between  his (cont. on 3)

University of Louisville senior 
Peter Uthe keeps busy. Besides 
his Army ROTC responsibilities as 
an MS IV in the Cardinal 
Battalion, he is on the Ranger 
Challenge team, is a member of 
Sigma Chi fraternity, Cadet Peter Uthe

www.uoflarmyrotc.com

A Cadet negotiates an obstacle course during 
Ranger Challenge training



The Commander’s Corner 
with LTC Wiseman

The semester is flying by, 
and the Cardinal Battalion 
is running at full speed. 
Midterms are in progress , 
training is well underway, 
and the entire program is 
picking up steam. The top 
news for this month is the 
release of the National 
Order of Merit List (OML)  
for MS IVs, which 
determines their 
likelihood of receiving 
their branch of choice 
(branches will be released 
later this month). We have 
a lot to be proud of this 
year, as 37.7%, or 6 out of 
16, of Cardinal 
Commissionees are 
Distinguished Military 
Graduates (Cadets Frankie 
Hill, Peter Uthe, Galo

Naranjo, Christopher McGhee, 
Andrew Walker, and Russell 
Talbot). Cadets Naranjo (#22 in 
the nation) and Tabolt are also 
in the Active Duty Top 10% of 
the National OML, and CDT 
McGhee is Top 10% of the 
Reserve Component OML. 
Being a DMG is an 
accomplishment that follows 
throughout their military 
careers, and immediately sets 
them apart from the rest. The 
accomplishments of the seniors 
reflect hard work, academic 
discipline, and a promising 
future for the Army Officer 
Corps. I'm very proud of this 
team accomplishment, to 
include last year's MS IVs that 
worked so hard to prepare this 
group for LDAC. 

The current MS IVs are 
continuing the tradition

of setting the MS IIIs up for 
success at LDAC. Our first labs, 
including weapons training and 
land navigation went smoothly, 
and all Cadets performed well. 
²Ŝ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ άǊƻŎƪǎέ 
during our first Combat Water 
Survival Test, but overall, we 
had a good time in the pool for 
PT. Thanks to the support of 
149th Signal and HHC, we were 
able to conduct a Primary 
Marksmanship Instruction lab 
followed by our first weekend 
training at Fort Knox on the M-
16 Range.  This was a great 
opportunity with an amazing, 
state-of-the art computerized 
range for zeroing sights and 
qualifying with pop-up targets.  
Although some of our folks 
clearly hadn't touched (much 
less fired) a weapon before, 
many faces reflected visible 
signs of growing confidence 

and enthusiasm as the day 
concluded. It was quite a 
memorable experience for all 
involved. Land navigation 
training on 17 October was a 
success, with underclassman 
engaging in their first full land 
navigation course, and MS IIIs 
getting ready to successfully 
complete an important part of 
[5!/ΦΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƭŀōǎ on 
Battle Drills and Squad STX 
lanes, crucial skills to master for 
[5!/ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ /ŀŘŜǘΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
careers as US Army Officers. 

MAJ Mitchell will be 
representing the Cardinal 
Battalion at the All-Army Golf 
Tournamentτeveryone wish 
her luck! The Ranger Challenge 
team also continues to excel, 
and will be defending the 
Ranger Challenge Cup at the 7th

ROTC BDE Ranger Challenge 
Competition at Ft. Knox on 23-
24 October. Root us to victory!

Battle On!

LTC Tarpon Wiseman, FA
T0wise01@louisville.edu
(502) 852-3512Intramural Teams, Officer’s Christian Fellowship 

Help Build Camaraderie Among Cadets

ROTC is not just a class, itôs a lifestyle. The bonds formed 

between Cadets during ROTC training extend beyond the 

training environment, and officers often remark that their most 

lasting friendships were those formed in ROTC.

Intramural Sports

Intramural sports provide a way for Cadets to come together 

outside of official ROTC events and to engage in teamwork and 

camaraderie. MS IVs Peter Pence and Brandon Hall run the 

Army ROTC intramural flag football team, which consists of 20 

Cadets. The team participates in four games and the play-offs 

against other UofL intramural teams.  ROTC Cadets also 

participate in intramural sports individually, such as the Cadet 

Battalion Commander GaloNaranjo, who plays intramural 

tennis, and Cadets also participate on the sand volleyball team. 

OCF

Every week, Cardinal Battalion Cadets come together to grow

spiritually during meetings of the 

Officer Christian Fellowship 

(OCF). CPT Warren leads the 

group in discussion and 

fellowship, with the goal of 

improving the mental and spiritual 

fitness of all involved. She calls 

OCF ña place to connect and build 

relations with other people who 

are Christians.ò Besides personal 

development, the group also aims 

to conduct ministry and engage in 

community service. One project 

OCF is planning on participating 

in is ñEveryone Reads,ò a 

community initiative to help 

increase youth literacy. Cadets 

will be paired up with children to 

help them learn how to read. OCF 

is also planning on performing 

community service for the 

needy during the holidays, and 

is preparing to starting doing 

Habitat for Humanity next year. 

All Cadets are welcome to 

attend OCF meetings.See CPT 

Warren for details. 

OCF October schedule:

15:  Meet at Dougherty Hall 

Conference Room (DHCR) 

1100 or Kurz Hall lobby 1130: 

ñFireproofò movie and popcorn

22:  DHCR: Bible Study

25:  DHCR: Guest speaker

31:  Car wash on Poplar Level 

Road: 1000-1500



MS Iôs Assist, Recruit at 

JROTC Raider Meet

One of the Cardinal Battalionôs 

most important tools for recruiting 

and community involvement are 

the JROTC programs. Many 

successful scholarship Cadets 

participated in JROTC in high 

school, and maintaining good 

relations with local JROTC 

programs affords the University of 

Louisville Army ROTC the 

opportunity to recruit quality 

officer candidates and engage with 

the community at large. On 26 

September, 15 MS Is accompanied 

the Recruiting Operations team to 

Grant County High School for their 

Fall Raider Meet. Our Cadets 

graded over 350 high school 

students on the PT test portion of 

the meet, finishing in just 1.5 

hours. The UofL Cadets also

spoke to the students competing in 

the meet about ROTC in college, as 

well as engaging with students in 

the adjoining Drill/Color Guard 

competition. Sending our current 

Cadets to their alma mater, and 

watching and supporting some of 

our future ranks in the competition 

helped to ensure a successful 

recruiting event for the Cardinal 

Battalion.

Career Opportunities 
Available for Nursing Students

The President of UofL, Dr. Dave Ramsey, recently 

committed to providing five guaranteed Upper Division 

slots for ROTC nursing students. These guaranteed spots 

ensure a window of opportunity for nursing students that 

want the challenge of a career leading Americaôs sons and 

daughters as a member of the United States Army.

For friends, family, current Cadets, participants, Cadre, and 

alumni, help us get the word out!

Senior to study in Israel (cont. from 1)
sophomore and junior years. In 

summer 2008, Uthewas selected to 

attend the George and Carol 

Olmstead Foundationôs 

Undergraduate Overseas Travel 

and Cultural Program. This 21 day 

course is funded by Army ROTC, 

and sends Cadets all over the world 

to learn about a different culture 

that is relevant to an upcoming 

officer in the US Army. Along with 

9 other ROTC Cadets, Uthewent to 

Tel Aviv, Israel to learn about 

Israeli culture and their military. 

Over the course of 3 weeks, Uthe

went on day trips all over the 

country, from Jerusalem to the 

Dead Sea, and participated in 

academic exercises. He met 8 

different authors, all writing during 

a time of conflict, ranging from 

journalists on the cutting edge of 

Iranôs nuclear threat to poets and 

novelists. He also met with Israel 

Defense Force (IDF) Soldiers and 

learned about Israeli military 

doctrine on counter terrorism. Uthe

called

the trip ñan eye-opener,ò and 

recommends that all Cadets try to 

take advantage of this 

opportunity. 

Uthesays that it was this trip that 

made him apply to graduate 

schools in Israel. Starting next 

fall, he will attend Hebrew 

University for a 2 year masterôs 

degree in Islamic and Middle 

Eastern Culture,and the Anna 

SobelLevy Fellowship will 

partially fund his studies. While 

overseas, he will train each month 

with IDF soldiers. 

Ranger Challenge (continued from pg. 1)

it was possible to form the all-female Ranger Challenge team. MS IV Paige Young has 

been extremely impressed with what she has seen from her team: ñA majority of the 

members of the team are freshmen with a lot of heartðno one has quit. Freshman 

MacKenzieStephens led the ruck march, even after she had problems with being a heat 

casualty early on in the season.ò

The 7th BDE Ranger Challenge Competition takes place 23-24 October at Fort Knox. 

Good luck to MAJ 
Mitchell at the All 

Army Golf 
Tournament!

Drill Team Represents 
at Homecoming

The Cardinal Battalion Drill Team, commanded by MS 

IV Paige Young, escorted the Homecoming Court and 

presented the colors at the UofL vs. S. Mississippi 

Homecoming game on 10 October. 

MS Is grade JROTC cadets at 
the Raider Meet. 



Cadet Spotlights
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Event Calendar

07 Oct 09- APFT Diagnostic

14 Oct 09- Combat Water Survival Test

17 Oct 09- Land Navigation/Obstacle 

Course

23-25 Oct 09- Ranger Challenge 

Competition

04 Nov 09- APFT Diagnostic

20 Nov 09- Military Ball

02 Dec 09- Record APFT

Name: Will Burchell

Major: Economics

Hometown: Louisville

About Me: I played one year of varsity hockey, and four years 

of varsity lacrosse in high school. I have a younger brother and 

a huge black lab. 

Future Goals: I would like to go to Airborne school and Air 

Assault school sometime before I graduate. I hope to branch 

Infantry or Military Intelligence After the Army, I would like 

to start up my own business, or start a franchise.

Name: James D. Masero

Major: Accounting 

Hometown: Radcliff, KY

About Me: I like to play all sports. Soccer and Golf are 

my specialty. I also love the outdoors: hiking, camping, 

fishing, and other outdoor activities. I am very proud of 

my Greek heritage, and love to learn about different 

cultures and languages.

Future Goals: I would like to branch in Aviation, Armor, 

or Military Intelligence. Besides the military career, I hope 

to soon find a job as an accountant after I graduate. 

October Picture Gallery
Leadership Labs and Training Cadets in Action 


